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Dear Members –

In this election year, I’m sure all of us are aware of how important our individual votes can be. The same is true for our election of the Club’s Board of Directors. Your ballot is in your mail, and I encourage you to return it with your VOTE as soon as possible. 

You are also warmly invited to the Club’s Annual Meeting on Wednesday, February 22, at 4:45 pm in the Lounge. Along with drinks and snacks, the highlights of 2011 will be reviewed, including programs, membership and a financial statement. The newly-elected Board members will also be introduced. 

The first “Academic Lives” event of 2012 will be held on Thursday, February 9th, at 4:00 pm. Panelists from the Berkeley academic community and beyond will share their experiences and reflections on the advantages and disadvantages of being part of an academic couple….just in time for Valentine’s Day!  Please join us for a lively discussion and reception to follow.
All good wishes for the semester,   
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Sincerely, 

Eleanor Swift

President, Board of Directors 
                                            
MARK YOUR CALENDARS – 
· Thursday, February 9, 2012, 4:00 p.m. – Academic Lives “Valentines in Academia” – Discussion and Reception
· Wednesday, February 22, 2012, 4:45 p.m. – Annual Meeting 

· Thursday, March 8, 2012, 4:00 p.m. – “Arts in the Afternoon” – Fiat Lux: Ansel Adams’ Photographic Vision of the University of California 
PROGRAM AND EVENTS 
“Academic Lives” 
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Join us for what promises to be a fascinating conversation at our next “Academic Lives” on Thursday, February 9th at 4:00 p.m.  The title is “Valentines in Academia” and we’ve gathered a panel of “experts” – an intergenerational sampling of academics who will discuss the joys, pleasures and challenges of dual career couples within academia.  
Professor Eleanor Swift, Women’s Faculty Club Board President, will moderate the discussion.  Participants include Phil and Carolyn Cowan, Berkeley emeriti in Psychology, Berkeley Professors Jenna Johnson-Hanks (Demography and Sociology) and Leigh Raiford (African American Studies), Michael Cohen (American and African American Studies), and two Berkeley post-doctoral students Desiré Whitmore (Chemistry) and Jessica Bisset Perea (Music).  Bisset Perea will be accompanied by her husband, an Assistant Professor in American Indian Studies at San Francisco State University.   
Join us for this pre- “Valentine” discussion and stay for the reception that follows.  This is a complimentary event and is open to all in the campus community.  Invite your colleagues!  (Lisa Alvarez-Cohen)
“Arts in the Afternoon” 
Our first “Arts in the Afternoon” of the Spring semester is scheduled for Thursday, March 8, 2012, 4:00 p.m. and features Professor Catherine Cole, Theater, Dance and Performance Studies, discussing Ansel Adams’ Photographic Vision of  the University of California as seen in his book Fiat Lux.  Cole discusses the iconic photographer’s vision and legacy preserved in his photos of the UC campus.  
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“Arts in the Afternoon” programs are complimentary and open to the campus community.  These programs are an excellent time to introduce friends to the Club.  Please join us for the program and reception that follows.  

ANNUAL MEETING 

Board President Eleanor Swift urges all members to attend our Annual Meeting on Wednesday, February 22, 2012.  A complimentary reception with appetizers, sweets and wine begins at 4:45 with the business meeting to follow at 5:15 p.m.

President Swift will summarize the work of the various committees throughout the past year and the Election Committee will present the newly elected Board members.  

Board members Judey Miller, Lynn Huntsinger, Barbara Davis and Mary Firestone will be retiring from the Board.  Join us as we honor their years of service and their contributions to the Club.  

President Swift wishes to thank the members of the Election Committee, chaired by Barbara Gross Davis, for their hard work on the current ballot.  Additional members of the committee were Mary Firestone and Judith Innes.  We very much appreciate the enthusiastic work of the committee.  It takes a lot of hard work to put together an outstanding slate of candidates!
YOGA AT THE CLUB
Come enjoy our Spring Yoga classes at the Club.  Spring semester classes begin the first week in February and continue through the first of May.  Participants thoroughly enjoy these classes which are offered through the UC WorkFit program.  WorkFit provides excellent teachers and equipment.  Bring your body, your aches and pains and stretch your stress away.  (Priscilla Cooper)
Classes begin at 5:15 in the Lounge and are held most Mondays and Fridays.  WorkFit has arranged for additional classes to be held on Tuesdays at Hearst Gym.  Register now!
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 PROJECT PRIDE TOY DRIVE 
[image: image5.jpg]



Thank you to all members for your continued generous support of our Project Pride Holiday drive.  With your help we once again delivered a stunning array of hand-made stockings stuffed with a wide variety of toys designed to delight any child, plus a separate large gift and a book for each child.  Delivery was made several days before the holiday and those mothers who were on hand to help carry the bounty upstairs were most appreciative.  
The staff sends their gratitude for this ongoing support.  In these harsh economic times it is most gratifying to be able to offer these presents as tangible support for the children served by the Project.  
Thank you again!  (Ella Sponseller)  
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DINING ROOM NEWS

· Thank you program for individual members – Receive a complimentary coupon for the Salad Buffet after every eight luncheons within one academic semester  
· Find your (name) within the body of the newsletter and win a $20 gift certificate
· Join us on rainy days in February for complimentary hot spiced cider with luncheon

· “Tasting Tuesdays” - Join us for lunch on each Tuesday in February- enjoy a sip of wine, sangria, fresh produce or appetizers.  Tastings change each week!
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